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Constitution of the Global Consortium for Japanese Textual Scholarship

April 11, 2021

(Objective)

1. The objective of the Global Consortium for Japanese Textual Scholarship (“GCJTS”) shall be to
promote research and training based on primary-source texts (manuscripts, printed books, scrolls)
surviving from premodern/pre-1900 Japan, with a core focus on the preservation and utilization of

such documents.

(Activities)

2. To achieve the objectives set forth in the preceding article, GCJTS shall engage in the following
activities in order to further research on such premodern/pre-1900 Japanese texts, with the
understanding that these efforts will be more successful when pursued cooperatively on a global scale
by various educational institutions, research institutions, archives-holding institutions, and other
academic associations working together.

(1) The establishment and operation of the GCJTS website.

(2) Training and education (of students, researchers, and resource specialists such as librarians,
curators, and archivists).

(3) The sharing and utilization of information and resources, for purposes such as the dissemination
of the results and findings of pioneering research.

(4) The exchange of information and ideas about the utilization of digital databases.

(5) Other activities that might contribute to realizing the objectives of GCJTS.

(Member Institutions)

3. Educational institutions (or within them, departments or equivalent divisions), research institutions,
archives-holding institutions (or within them, departments or equivalent divisions), and other
academic associations worldwide that subscribe to the objectives of GCJTS may apply to become

member institutions of GCJTS.

(Applying for Membership)

4. Applications for membership must be submitted in writing to the coordinating institution of GCJTS.

(Withdrawal from Membership)
5. Member institutions wishing to withdraw from GCJTS must submit a written request to the

coordinating institution of GCJTS no later than three months prior to their withdrawal.



(Coordinating Institution)

6. The coordinating institution shall coordinate the operations and activities of GCJTS.

6.2 The National Institute of Japanese Literature will serve as the coordinating institution.

6.3 The coordinating institution shall serve as the secretariat of GCJTS, and shall plan and carry out

the general operations of GCJTS.

(Representative Committee)

7. A representative committee shall be established to facilitate communication and help coordinate the
operations and activities of GCJTS.

7.2 Members of the representative committee shall consist of the institutional representatives for each

member institution.

(Steering Committee)

8. A steering committee shall be established to discuss, decide upon, and coordinate important matters
related to the operations of GCJTS.

8.2 Members of the steering committee shall be elected from among the members of the representative
committee.

8.3 Members of the steering committee shall be decided by the representative committee.

(External Evaluation Committee)
9. An external evaluation committee shall be established to evaluate the operations and activities of
GCIJTS from an objective standpoint.

9.2 Members of the external evaluation committee shall be decided by the steering committee.

(Committee Rules)
10. Matters regarding the operations and organization of each of the committees referred to in Articles

7, 8, and 9 shall be determined in a separate document.

(Other)
11. Any matters not addressed in this Constitution but in need of attention shall be determined in a

separate document, following discussion and approval by the steering committee of GCJTS.

Supplementary Provisions
1. This Constitution shall come into operation as of April 11, 2021, having been effective as of

November 1, 2020.



